XA WORMFARM INSTITUTE

Production Manager
Limited-Term Position (April-November 2026)

Job Description

Wormfarm Institute seeks an experienced creative program organizer with strong
Midwestern connections to lead planning and act as production manager for two major events
taking place in fall 2026: Hay Rake Ballet (September) and the Decomposium (October). This
role will also oversee communications and marketing for these and related projects, working
in close collaboration with Wormfarm’s Artistic Directors, Managing Director, and an
independent communications strategist. As part of a small, collaborative team, the Event
Producer will plan, oversee, and realize multifaceted, site-responsive public projects.

Primary Responsibilities

Collaborate with the Artistic Directors to shape and implement the creative vision for
each project.

Manage project workflows by establishing, communicating, and supporting
responsibilities of staff, contractors, and collaborators.

Work closely with Wormfarm staff to set clear priorities, timelines, and deliverables.
Lead and facilitate planning meetings, ensuring effective communication and
follow-through on team action items.

Oversee all project logistics and equipment needs, including set-up, coordination,
production schedules, run-of-show, and strike.

Support flexible planning for weather-dependent Hay Rake Ballet including clear
communications about event details with ticket-buying public (300-400 people).

Lead project evaluation and debriefs, measuring outcomes against identified goals and
documenting key learnings.

Partner with the communications strategist to define intended (rural and urban)
audiences and develop content for Wormfarm’s website, social media, and e-newsletter.
Manage project budgets and contracts, and work closely on independent contractor
needs, in coordination with the Managing Director.

Cultivate and maintain strong relationships with community partners, venues, artists, and
collaborators.

Represent Wormfarm publicly at key partner and community events.

Qualifications

At least three years of experience in theater, festival, or event production and project
management.

Bachelor’s degree or equivalent professional experience.

Strong organizational, interpersonal, and communication skills.

Demonstrated ability to manage teams and complex projects with multiple moving parts.
Stage management experience is a plus.


https://www.wormfarminstitute.org
https://www.wormfarminstitute.org/programs/current/hayrake
https://www.wormfarminstitute.org/programs/current/decomp26

e Experience with Google Workspace (Drive, Docs, Sheets) and comfort with digital tools
for team coordination.

e Familiarity with marketing and storytelling practices for arts, culture, or community-based
projects.
Deep knowledge of or connection to the rural Midwest preferred.
Must have a reliable vehicle and laptop, be able to lift and carry 50 pounds, and live (or
be willing to relocate) within the Sauk County / Madison, Wisconsin area.

Compensation and Schedule

This is a limited-term contract position averaging 35 hours per week from April 1 —
November 30, 2026 (35 weeks), with potential for continued engagement in 2027. We expect
July through October to be the busiest months.

e Pay: $25-30 an hour (depending on experience), invoiced monthly.
e Work format: Hybrid remote and in-person work in Sauk County/Madison region.

How to Apply

Send cover email and PDF resume to inffo@wormfarminstitute.org by January 9, 2025.

About Wormfarm

Founded in 2000, Wormfarm Institute is an evolving laboratory of the arts and ecology, working
along the rural-urban continuum. For thousands of years, farmers in cultures around the world
have interwoven dance, music, and art through rituals of planting and harvest in celebration of
the land, soil, and those who care for it. Through a contemporary approach and within this
timeless context, we continue that tradition.
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